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Chapter - 14
Increased Vulnerability of Disabled Women in Rural India post Covid 19

Rimjhim Bhattacherjee
Institute of Development Studies, Kolkata, West Bengal

Abstract

Persons with Disabilities (PwD) account for 2.21% of the population of India according to the
Census of 2011, Among this population, women with disabilities constitute 44.10%.
Additionally 69.49% of the population of persons with disabilities lives in rural areas. The on-
going Covid19 crisis has posed several challenges to all sections of Indian society, but persons
with disabilitics and rural women with disabilitics in particular have becn ane of the worst hit

and inalised lation, the pandemic has further exacerbated

P

groups. Already a
their difficulties in myriad ways - lack of accessible information; loss of jobs; increased poverty
and lack of access to essentials like hand washing facilities, sanitisers and soaps; and increased
susceptibility to violence, to name a few. Along with the fear of contracting the virus, they thus

battle a disabling socio-political environment.

This paper shall attempt to elaborate the ways i which the vulnerability of rural women with
disabilities in India is enhanced in the present crisis and map out short-term and long-term
measures that could be adopted to address their needs. In doing so, it shall highlight specifically
the need for rapid and comprehensive data collection pertaining to rural women with disabilities

and promote the significance of context-specific measures to tackle the crisis at hand

Keywords: Covid-19, Women with disabilities, Vulnerable populations, Disability rights, Social

Justice.
Introduction:

As per the Census of India 2011, 2.21% of the population of India is disabled. Of this, 44% are
females and 69% of the disabled population of India lives in rural areas (Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation 2016, p.18). The present crisis posed by the Covid-19 pandzmic
that India is grappling with has created unprecedented problems for all sections of its society.
This paper shall focus on one section that has been hardest hit by the pandemic situation -
disabled women residing in rural areas. In doing so, it shall attempt to elaborate on the ways in

which the pandemic has furthered the vulnerability of an already vulnerable section of Indian

160
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Abstract

The provision of all facilities and opportunities fo women for education
is called women's education (Ravi, 2011). Women constitute almost half’
of the population of West Bengal. Hence, the progress of West Bengal
depends very miech upon wonten § edicational and social status. The article
is about the educational and social siatus of girls’ and women in West
Bengal over the past twenty years. It also highlighted the significance and
probable vesearch areas of female education, with special reference 1o West
Bengal. The methodology of the paper includes a conceptual and thematic
analysis of women's education in West Bengal. Recent research journal
ariicles have been reviewed. Relevant secondary data was collected from
several websites, including government websites, magazines, newspapers,
and other related publications. It has been explored that education is the

prime component of women's develapment and social progress. Wonten,
especially village and minority women, are lagging in society due (o a
number of social, psychological, economic, and political issues. Girls from
low socioecanomic strata need to overcome numerous barriers to pursne
higher education. The educational status of girls and females in West
Bengal is far better than it was in the early 2000s, and women are actively
participating in society. Women’s participation in education, the labour
market, business, politics, and other economic and produetive sectors of
the state is increasing day by day. In the last two decades, women' literacy
raies in West Bengal have increased. Girls dropout rate at the elementary,
secondary, and higher secondary levels has decreased. The gender gap
in educational insti specially at the unde
minimised. Females are spontaneously participating in all sectors of
society, including politics, law, the police force, and transport. Women §

! level, has been

37 ISBN : 978-93-92522-10-9
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education is a mandatory condition for women § empowerment. Therefore,
investigation and field studies are required for women’s education and
progress. The authors of this article suggest a few research areas relating
to women s education and social status.

Keyword : Education, Social Status, Women, West Bengal.

Introduction :

Women constitute almost half of the population of West Bengal, and the
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